AUGUST 2009

VIRGINIA
POSTMASTER
THE

1

OFFICERS
VIRGINIA CHAPTER
NAPUS

Immediate Past President
Claudette Wilcher, Millboro 24460
President
Elaine Cook, Pembroke 24136
First Vice-President
Ed Schaben, Roanoke 24022
Second Vice-President
Kevin Benson, Salem 24153
Recording Secretary
Debby Ryan, Ferrum 24088
Secretary/Treasurer
Mary Harrison-Jones,
Gloucester Point 23062
Editor
Anne Falls, Bassett 24055
Associate Editor
Teresa Pearson, Maurertown 22644
Directors
22 & above:
18-21: Tracey Murry, Amherst 24521
13-16: Kim Rice, Dry Fork 24521
11 & A-E:Melissa Mills, Critz 24082
Postmaster Retired
Chuck Allen, Retired, Farmville 23901
PAC Chairman
Barbara Swann, Heathsville 22473
(retired)
Postmaster Services
Sharon Wood, White Marsh 23183
Membership
Kimmy Allen, North 23128
Legislative
L. C. Walker, Axton 24054
Scholarship Chairman
Teresa Pearson, Maurertown 22644
Career Development
Cheryl Robertson, Hurt 24563
Convention Chairman
Melissa Bernys, Bent Mountain 24059

Area Chairmen

201-220-223
224-225 East

Katy Bush Lively 22507
224-225 West
226
Teresa Pearson, Maurertown, 22644
227
Belinda McLawhorn, Rixeyville 22737
228
Thelma F. Michael, Mt Solon 22843
229
230-231 East
Kim Allen, North
230-231 West & 232
Jennifer Norman, Cartersville 23027
233-237
238
Rhonda Powell, Capron 23829
239
Angie Williams, Charlotte Ct. House
240-241
Debbie Crawford,
Martinsville 24112
242
Rebecca Fuller, Birchleaf 24220
Portia O‟Quinn, McClure 24269
243
244
Jean Rouse, Augusta Springs
245
Todd Wymer, Long Island 24569
Cheryl Robertson, Hurt 24563
246
Wanda Lowe, Rowe 24646

Parliamentarian
Max Lacy, Oak Park 22730
Chaplin
Pat Parr, Haynesville 22472
Co-Chaplin
Billy Martin, Roanoke 24022
(retired)

WWW.VANAPUS.ORG

2

ATTENTION!

VIRGINIA CHAPTER POSTMASTERS
REPRESENTATIVES
MILLARD FLORA
ROCKY MOUNT 24151 (540) 324-2228 (O)
SANDRA PUGH
FORREST 24551 (434) 525-8450 (O)
TERRY CLARK
WYTHEVILLE 24382 (276) 228-4011
NAPUS NATIONAL OFFICE
(703) 683-9027

2009 National Convention
Anchorage Alaska
WWW.NAPUS.ORG

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES TO

asfalls@aol.com
Please include a telephone number or email address so
that I can contact you if I have questions about your
article. Thanks!

New look
More Information
WWW.VANAPUS.ORG

ARTICLES FOR THE
OCTOBER ISSUE
ARE DUE Sept 20, 2009

The opinions expressed in this publication are the opinions of the writers and do not necessarily express the views of NAPUS or the USPS.

VIRGINIA CHAPTER PRESIDENT
ELAINE COOK, PEMBROKE VA 24136
A big thank you to Melissa Bernys for the awesome job she did organizing the State Convention. It was wonderful sharing a summer vacation with so many NAPUS family members!
Joys of a Postmaster
1) Raising the flag. As you hoist it up over the roof of the Post Office and see the sun as it comes shining though the stars and stripes as it
waves in the breeze.
2) The phone rings – a fellow Postmaster and NAPUS member is calling, with a quick question and just to see how your day is going.
3) A customer calls and says they received an empty envelope. After questioning the customer and calling the “Lost in Mail” section, her
missing items are located! Success!
4) After calling a customer and telling them that an audit reveals that we failed to bill them for their caller service since 2002. Their response, “Do you take credit cards?” YES.
5) As President of the Virginia Chapter of NAPUS, this Postmaster had the time of their life, and was able to share “The Drama of Creation”, a tour of Lexington and Thanksgiving Dinner with over 70 family members!
6) Lighthouse stamps. „Nuff said.
7) Traveling to work in the pouring rain. The rain stops and out comes the sun. Soon you see a double rainbow!
What joys do you have?
In time of test, family is best. ~Burmese Proverb
Thank you for being in my NAPUS family.
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Jim Bibey
National VP
Area 6
First off, I want to say a big thank you
for the warm hospitality that I and my
family received at the Virginia State
Convention. I have attended for the
past several years, either as WV State
President, as our Editor, and the last
two as the National VP for Area 6. I
have always enjoyed time spent with
your chapter and all the friendly members, and look
forward to many more visits. I‟ll be like your less
favorite cousin, and just show up at any gathering!
It was unfortunate that your attendance was down
this year, as was the case at many State Conventions
this summer, due to the “suspension” of Convention
Leave by Postal Headquarters. However, once
again, you provided those in attendance another excellent training experience and some fine entertainment. Postal Headquarters has stated that this is a
suspension of leave, which would indicate that it
will/could be reinstated at a later time. They felt
they had the right to do this suspension because of
the emergency situation of our financial crisis. So
it‟s kind of like the emergency suspensions of some
of our Post Offices, and we all know now fast they
are at reinstating those. Will we ever see our Convention Leave benefit returned to us? Will we get
some of it back in a reduced form, like a two or three
day format? Will I win the mega lottery next week,
buy a remote tropical island, and retire into a life of
luxury? Yes, I think the odds are about equal on all
three questions. However I am hopeful for a positive outcome, especially for the tropical island one!
NAPUS headquarters is continuing to work on this
issue
( not about my island idea) and in the mean4

time we will just have to adjust and carry on the best
we can, as we have done in the past with changes.
And speaking of changes, one just needs to turn on
the news, or read the morning reports on line ,to get
an idea of the changes we are in store for in the near
future. I encourage all of you to keep informed of
current issues by logging in on the national NAPUS
site and read the hotline and breaking news sections.
And don‟t get caught up in all the rumors that have
been, and will continue to be, spread around concerning what the Postal Service is going to do.
When something officially is communicated to our
national office, they will immediately send that information out to us. Many rumors seem to end up
coming about, however we have enough to concern
ourselves with other than worrying about what
might happen. With all the scans, surveys, logs, audits, reports, call ins, telecoms, on line training, and
number chasing we have to do, we don‟t need to
stress ourselves out any more. That‟s not to mention
that other thing we are suppose to do. What was it,
oh yea, serve our customers. Just continue to do the
best with the resources you have, and let‟s do our
best to keep the Service in Postal.

VIRGINIA CHAPTER SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
KEVIN BENSON, SALEM 24153
Let me say that it was great seeing everyone at Natural Bridge.
Thanks to Elaine and Melissa B.,
everything went off without a
hitch. I hope everyone who participated in the golf tournament
had a good time. We had 5 prize
winners, but they should not
consider quitting their day jobs.
If you had a good time at the convention, please let a
neighboring Postmaster that did not attend hear what
went on. We need to encourage all Virginia Postmasters to attend and be heard. There was a lot of valuable information exchanged with the speakers as
well as in the training sessions. For the Postmasters
that did not attend and missed Mr. Donahoe‟s message, I would suggest that you call a Postmaster that
did attend and hear what he had to say. Cheryl R.
again set up some great training sessions that passed
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along some very useful information, both postal and
real life. If you haven‟t taken any of the classes that
Cheryl has set up on personal finances and retirement, you need to. There is a lot of information and
misinformation out there, and everyone‟s situation is
different. If there are any classes that you would like
to see at future meetings or conventions, please let
me know, and I will see what we can arrange.
Now more than ever it is imperative that Postmasters
work together. In the coming months there is the potential of many new Postmasters joining our ranks.
We must invite them into our NAPUS family and
help them to get adjusted to their new responsibilities. There is strength in numbers.
Kevin Benson

MARY HARRISON-JONES
Secretary/Treasurer
As I sit here writing my article for our wonderful paper, I
have to think back on all the smiles and happy faces I was
just privileged enough to see. I am talking about “old home
week” in Natural Bridge. I was so lucky to be able to attend. Even while using my own Annual Leave, instead of
the Convention Leave I had been promised - but we all
know what happened to that. It was so great to see so many
people attend and support our chapter. We were fortunate
have our Deputy PMG, Pat Donahoe in attendance. He was
very willing to take questions and spoke frankly about the
situation the Postal Service now faces. It sounds like losing our convention leave is
just a small drop in the bucket at making our financial picture better. With only
about 1% of Postmasters even using the convention leave the dollar amount of savings just can‟t be much. It certainly hurt morale more than it had to help financially.
I am willing to do my part to make the Postal Service strong. If giving up my Convention Leave is what they need then fine, but don‟t waste so much time and money
on unnecessary logs, reports etc. As I said in my last article, all of us need to support our Postal Service, buy stamps, pay bills, write letters, and order catalogs to be
mailed to you. This would help us keep our jobs.
What a great job our President Elaine has been doing for us this year. I also want to
be sure to thank Melissa Bernys for the wonderful time and all the planning that
went into our convention. She did it under budget too! As secretary/treasurer I
must say a big Thank You for that. It was great seeing a lot of our retirees in attendance and having several first timers with us, even if only for a day. First timers
who used their own leave and time to attend and take part in our training sessions,
and meetings. I hope they found our NAPUS family to their liking. I know that all
of the training and talk sessions that I attended were great. Thanks to Cheryl Robertson our Career Development Specialist and the work she did to get the trainers on
board. We owe them all a big thanks.

Martin for the print we raffled for PAC and the Scholarship Fund also. Our NAPUS
family always pulls together and supports each other in a way that touches my heart
so much. I don‟t belong to any other organization that truly means as much to me
as my NAPUS family does. Thanks again to all who attended and to those of you
who didn‟t, please make plans to attend our family get together next year.
After attending our State Convention, I was able to go to the Mid-Atlantic Conference held in Dover DE. I asked our membership chairman, Kimmy Allen to ride
with me and share my room. We were able to take off on Friday and spend the day
stopping by a few offices on a membership drive. We signed up a few new members and were able to chat with a few prospective members and visit an “old timer”
member. We stopped at numerous offices on the Eastern Shore. We sure miss seeing a lot of the Eastern Shore Postmasters who use to attend. Please know you are
missed. If any area wants to hold a meeting to get the area more involved, please
remember to invite your state officers or contact us for help organizing. We would
love to meet with you and share information.
Now I am trying to figure out how to pack for my next adventure on behalf of
NAPUS. I am off to Alaska! I am looking forward to this trip of a lifetime. I know
that we have more than 21 of our Virginia members plus spouses and guests that are
going to Alaska. Our chapter will be well represented. This is another perk of being
an active member of NAPUS. I love to travel and I am able to see places I never
would have gone to except for these conventions. I can‟t wait to see all there is to
see. I plan on eating a lot of Salmon and Alaskan King Crab Legs. I am looking
forward to seeing Mt McKinley and glaciers, moose, whales, and anything else there
is to see. I am going to spend a few days touring and then I look forward to our National Convention and seeing faces from all over the country that I have grown to
love. This will be my 23rd convention as a member and my 25th in all. As I said, I
love to travel. I wish all going safe travels and I will see you there.

Let me end by congratulating Sandra Pugh on being name Virginia Chapter of
I want to be sure to thank everyone who donated to the Trigg Harrison Scholarship NAPUS Postmaster of the Year. She is so deserving. I also want to wish each of
Fund at our convention. We had several basic donations and we had a wonderful you a wonderful day and remembers, support our USPS - buy stamps!
selection of items for our Silent Auction. Our Scholarship Chairman, Teresa Pearson, did a great job raising money for this worthy cause. It was also nice to have all
3 of the recipients with us on banquet night. Thank you to the Retirees for the generous $500 donation you made to the Scholarship Fund, and a thank you to Billy

AREA 228
State convention was well worth my time again. I thought I couldn‟t come with our beloved Andrew‟s untimely death. I would like to thank everyone for
their thoughts, prayers, cards and hugs. Andrew was 16 years and my pride and joy. He was my best helper and often saw things before I did. What a waste
of a wonderful human being. It is really hard to cope
The classes at the convention were very good. I enjoyed Mr. .Donahoe and hope that he will be true to his words.
228 Postmasters thank you for the flowers and support. Our next meeting will be at Bridgewater BobAReas on Main St or Rt. 42 on Thursday 10/8/2009 at
6:00pm or 7:00pm. Come out share information and a good time.
Thelma Michael
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Congratulation SANDRA PUGH
POSTMASTER OF THE YEAR
Sandra has always been there to offer guidance, support and encouragement aimed
at developing the competence and character of her fellow postmasters. She has a
wealth of knowledge concerning labor relations and is more than eager to share it
with her fellow Postmasters. She is always there to help us face upper management
on issues that are in question. She wants us all to be a success and is there to support
us when management comes down on us. She‟s not afraid to stand up for others and
she knows the right questions to ask. Sandra is always there with support, counsel,
friendship, reinforcement and constructive example. Sandra encourages us to stay
motivated and focus on our Postmaster positions. She helps us face daily challenges
by using her influence and resources to develop our skills and knowledge to “Shoot
for the Moon and If you miss, we will still be among stars”. Congratulations Sandy
and thank you for all your time and energy you give to the Virginia NAPUS organization.
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PRESIDENT RETIREES
CHUCK ALLEN

GREETINGS FROM RETIREE’S PRESIDENT
CHUCK ALLEN
I am sure this issue will bring lots of praise and thanks to Melissa Bernys for chairing another excellent convention in Natural Bridge. We had 26 retirees in attendance and I did not see one that did not enjoy themselves.
We had an excellent carriage ride and tour of the Jackson House on Monday in Lexington, and a very enjoyable dinner
that evening prior to the Ghost Walk, which lasted until 10:30 PM. There were 20 retirees that went and made a full day and part of the night.
Thanks Melissa from the retirees, you did an excellent job on planning and scheduling, looking forward to next year, I’m sure whoever chairs
next years convention will be calling on you, now that you are an old pro, as they say.

It was good to see Bob Rapoza come all the way from Honokaa Hi, to accept the full state endorsement of the Virginia Chapter for National
President.
I have known Bob for many years and he will do an excellent job for NAPUS, looking forward to him serving.
The retirees held there meeting on Tuesday of the convention, with spouses and guest present we had over 30 in attendance, which is great.
We had our Area Representative, Bob Radcliff, from West Virginia that spoke, and a representative from National Financial spoke on Health
Plans and etc.
After our guest speakers we held our election of officers for the years of 2010-2011. The retirees elected Curtis Weed as president, Jennie
Arendall as Vice President, and Colanne Bunting will serve as Membership Chairman. Buddy Burrell will be our contact on Post Office Closings, Barbara Swann is our PAC Chair, and Judy Carroll has one more year as Sect/Treas.
This is an excellent choice of officers and I look forward to working with them.
The retirees are also looking forward to working with the Chapters incoming president Ed Schaben and his staff next year, Ed, just call on
us, we will assist wherever. There is still a lot of knowledge in these old heads.
I’m sure that someone will be covering the election of officers for the State, but just on my observation, I feel that the Virginia Chapter has a
sound body of officers, elected and appointed and is moving forward during these trying times.
If you are not a part of us you are missing out on a lot, I’m looking forward to another good year.
Since our return from State Convention, on July 17th, we lost Postmaster Jordan (Tank) Taylor, he had just joined our ranks as a retiree, after
being on S/L for about a year. Mr. Taylor had fought cancer for the past several years. Prior to becoming Postmaster of New Canton Va, he
had worked in Farmville for about 15 years, excellent employee and Postmaster, he will be missed.

I would be amiss if I did not mention what a joy it was to see Charlie Shuler at our Presidents reception on Sunday evening, as always he
gave us some words of wisdom and encouragement. In looking around during his speech, over half in attendance were not even born when
he served as President of this fine organization. As Charlie would say “It was good to see you BOY”.

See all of you at our next get together.
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Three Trigg Harrison Scholarships were presented to recipients at the State Banquet Tuesday evening, July 14. Fourteen applications for the scholarship were received and scored by the scholarship committee at the Executive Conference in Roanoke. Congratulations to the following:
Rebecca Fulk-$1500 scholarship, daughter of Roanld Fulk, Postmaster Fulks Run and Grandmother Catherine Anderson, Retired Postmaster Mt Jackson. Rebecca will continue her studies at Blue Ridge Community College in web and
software design.
Mark Thomas Herbert-$1500 scholarship, son of Kathy Herbert, Retired Postmaster Warsaw, Grandfather Mark
Hodges, Retired Norfolk. Tommy will be attending George Mason University. He aspires to be a trial lawyer or possibly have a future in Broadcast journalism.
Andrew Giminaro-$1000 Scholarship, Stepson of Todd Wymer, Postmaster Goode. Andrew will be attending the University of Tennessee. His goal is to become a nuclear engineer.
I would like to personally thank Past President Claudette Wilcher, President Elaine Cook, Retired President Chuck Allen, and Secretary Treasurer Mary Harrsion Jones for their work and time on the scholarship committee. I would like
to continue to encourage the current recipients and all other applicants, if still eligible to continue to apply. Deadline is
March 1, 2010. Application and rules can be found at www.vanapus.com.

NAPUS Scholarship Committee:
I would once again like to experss
my grattitue and appreciation for being awarded the Trigg-Harrison
Scholarship this year. The award will
allow me to continue my studies at
the University of Tennesse. The assistance of said monies greatly lifts
the financial burdens of such
schooling.I thank you once again for
the award, and I look forward to any
future dealings that we may have.
Sincerly,
Andrew Giminaro
University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Department of Nuclear Engineering
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VIRGINIA CHAPTER NAPUS CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE
The Virginia Chapter of the National Association of Postmasters recognizing the Constitution and By-Laws of the National Association of Postmasters of the United States
as governing and binding authority on all bodies subordinate thereto, hereby adopts the following Constitution and By-Laws in conformity there with.
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this organization shall be Virginia Chapter of the National Association of Postmasters of the United States.
ARTICLE 2 - PURPOSE
To render the fullest possible support to the United States Postal Service in the efficient and economical operation of Postal Affairs; to promote good fellowship and cooperation among member Postmasters; to coordinate, close affiliation with the National Association of Postmasters, the aims and purposes of the organization to safeguard
and advance the legitimate interests of the Postmasters of Virginia.
ARTICLE 3 - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1- Active Members. Any Postmaster, Acting Postmaster, Officer in Charge or any other person designed by the U.S. Postal Service to carry out the duties of a
Postmaster at a Post Office or at other separate postal operational facility, such as a separate air mail facility, preferential mail, bulk mail or parcel post facility, shall be
eligible for active membership in this Association. All active members shall have the right to vote.
Section 2- Postmasters retired. Any member who has retired from the Postal Service with the title of Postmaster or any person who has served with the title of Postmaster
during the tenure of his or her postal career and has been honorably retired from said service, regardless of position held at time of said retirement, shall be eligible for
membership in Postmasters Retired, provided he or she maintains an active membership in the organization during his or her break in service. Postmasters Retired shall not
have the right to vote or hold office except as provided in Article 4 Section 1. But shall be privileged to attend all meetings.
Section 3- Associate members. Postmaster relief/replacements (PMRs), or any member as defined in Section 1 who has been honorably separated or transferred from the
position qualifying him or her for membership, except as stated in Section 2, shall be eligible for associate membership in the Association. Associate members shall not
have the right to vote or hold office, except as provided in Article 4, but shall be privileged to attend all meetings.
Section 4- Upon the death of an Active Member, Associate Member or Postmasters Retired Member, the surviving spouse shall be eligible for Associate Membership.
Section 5- Any postal manager accepted for Associate Membership under prior provisions of this Article may retain such membership so long as dues are paid.
Section 6- Upon the death of an Active Member, Associate Member or Postmaster Retired member and their spouse, the surviving dependant child or children incapable of
self-support shall be eligible for Associate Membership for the specific purpose of continuing health benefit.
ARTICLE 4 - OFFICERS
Section 1 - The elective officers of this Association Chapter shall consist of a President, the Immediate Past President, a First Vice-President, a Second Vice-President, a
Secretary-Treasurer, and a Recording Secretary; all of whom shall be elected without regard to class of office. Four State Directors shall be elected: one being from EAS21and above, EAS 18-20, EAS 13-16, and the last from EAS A-E & 11. The President shall appoint members in good standing to the positions of Postmaster Services
Representative, Membership Chairman, Legislative Chairman, PAC Chairman, and the Editor of The Virginia Postmaster. The elected officers, appointees, the Chairman
of each Chapter Area, and the President of the Virginia Chapter Postmasters Retired shall make up the Executive Board of the Chapter. They shall hold office until the
first day of the calendar year.
No officer shall be elected to more than three consecutive one-year terms in any one office, but may be considered eligible for election to any office after a one-year absence from the office which he or she held for as many as three consecutive years.
There will be eighteen (18) NAPUS Areas that will be represented by a Chairman, who will be elected by members of the designated area at an annual meeting or appointed by the President. The Area Chairman will be a member of the Chapter Executive Board. The Virginia Chapter Areas shall be:
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Northern Virginia Area - 201 and 220-223
Fredericksburg Area East - Northern Neck - 224-225
Fredericksburg Area West - 224-225
Winchester Area - 226
Culpeper Area - 227
Harrisonburg Area - 228
Charlottesville Area - 229
Richmond Area West/Central - 230-231 West and 232
Richmond Area East - 230-231 East
Tidewater Area/Eastern Shore - 233-237
Petersburg Area - 238
Farmville Area - 239
Roanoke Area - 240-241
Bristol Area - 242
Pulaski Area - 243
Staunton Area - 244
Lynchburg Area - 245
Bluefield Area - 246
Section 2 - The Chapter officers shall be elected by ballot at the Annual State Convention. However, if there is but one candidate for any one office, by motion from the
floor, election may be by voice.
Section 3 - A Nominating Committee of nineteen (19) members shall be selected by each of the eighteen (18) Chapter Areas at the Annual Convention, and one memberat-large shall be appointed by the President to serve as Chairman of the Committee, the member from that Chapter Area shall be appointed by the President. This Committee shall submit to the convention, nominations for all offices, but this does not prohibit any member of the Chapter from placing the name of any other member of the
Chapter from the convention floor in nomination for any elective office.
Section 4 - At all election of officers, the President or a Vice-President shall preside.
Section 5 - Elected officers shall be presented at the meeting of their election, but shall take office the first day of the calendar year following their election.
Section 6 - When a vacancy occurs, and there is no succeeding officer, the person designated shall be named by the President of the Chapter with the approval of the Executive Board.
ARTICLE 5 - EXECUTIVE BOARD
The elected Officers of the Chapter, along with the Postmaster Services Representative, the Membership Chairman, the Legislative Chairman, the PAC Chairman, one (1)
chairman from each Chapter Area in the State of Virginia, the Editor of The Virginia Postmaster, and the President of Postmasters Retired shall constitute the Executive
Board. Seven members present shall constitute a quorum. The President shall appoint the member from the Chapter Areas unless elected at their respective Chapter Area
meetings, and they shall be responsible for membership in their Chapter Areas. This committee shall meet at such times and places as fixed by the President, who shall act
as Chairman thereof.
ARTICLE 6 - CONVENTION
This Chapter shall hold the Annual Convention at such time and place as may be designated by the preceding convention; however, the convention may, by vote, refer the
selection of time and place of such convention to the Executive Board. The Executive Board may for good and sufficient reasons change both the time and place of such
convention.
ARTICLE 7 - AMENDMENTS
This Constitution may be amended only at the regular convention, after the proposed amendments have been published in the pre-convention issue of The Virginia Postmaster, or at a convention called for the purpose of which all members shall have due notice - a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members present and voting shall
be necessary to amend.
BY-LAWS
ARTICLE 1 - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1 - PRESIDENT: The President shall preside at all regular and called meetings of the Chapter. He shall appoint all necessary Committees. He shall authorize all
necessary and legitimate expenditures from the funds of the Chapter, except such expenditures as may be authorized by the convention, and shall perform such other duties
as customarily devolve on such office. He shall make a report at the convention concerning the activities of the office for the preceding year. The President shall be the
Executive Officer of the Chapter. He is fully empowered to direct the affairs of the Chapter, contract debts, make contracts and issue letters, instruction and prepare plans,
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all of which are subject to the approval of the Executive Board, to whom the President shall refer all propositions wherein an obligation in excess of $100.00 is involved.
The above approval may be gained through majority action by telephone or mail vouchers for expenditures whenever in his judgment said expenditures are for the welfare
of this Chapter. The President is empowered to appoint such committees from time to time as in his judgment he may find necessary in the interest of and for the welfare
of this Chapter, and to fix and determine such rules and regulations as are necessary to define their duties. He shall be Chairman of all delegations representing the Chapter unless he otherwise designates and shall be reimbursed for all normal and necessary expenses incurred while exercising this authority.
Section 2 - VICE-PRESIDENT: In the case of death, absence, resignation, or removal of the President, the Executive Board shall designate one of the Vice-Presidents to
fill the unexpired term of the President. The Executive Board shall each have one vote which may be cast by mail or telephone if advisable and acceptable by a majority
of the Executive Board. The Secretary-Treasurer shall conduct this business if the need ever arise. The Second Vice-President shall be the Co-Chairman of the Spring
Executive Conference. Vice-Presidents shall be responsible for Chapter Areas designated by the President. Both shall promote interest in said Chapter Areas and act in
any other way directed by the President or Executive Board.
Section 3 - SECRETARY-TREASURER: The duties of the Secretary-Treasurer shall be to attend all meetings of the Executive Board and Chapter Conventions, and perform such other duties as may be delegated to him by the President or the Executive Board. He shall be custodian of all funds of the Chapter and records of same. He
shall deposit all funds in the name of the Chapter and withdraw same upon authority of the President or Executive Board. He shall report all financial transactions at each
Executive Board meeting and at each Chapter Convention. All funds paid out will be with the signed approval of the President upon presentation of a bill or voucher. All
bills and vouchers shall bear the signature of the person to whom the money is paid. He shall be bonded in a sum fixed by the Executive Board and the premium paid by
the Chapter. A financial audit will be made at each Chapter Convention by a competent committee. At the changeover from one Secretary-Treasurer to another, an audit
will be made by the Finance Committee.
Section 4 - RECORDING SECRETARY: The Recording Secretary shall keep a correct record of all meetings of the Chapter and of the Executive Board, and shall perform such other duties as may be delegated to him.
Section 5- DIRECTOR-The duties of the Director shall be to attend all Executive Board Meetings and assure representation of all offices levels. It shall be the responsibility of the Director to work with the Membership Chairman to enhance the membership of their level offices. The Directors shall also work closely with the Career Development Chairman to assure all level offices have the benefit of training and educational material pertinent to their offices. The Directors shall perform such other duties as
the President and Executive Board may direct.
Section 6 - AREA CHAIRMAN. It shall be the duty of the Area Chairman to conduct membership campaigns in his Area and perform such other duties as the President or
Executive Board may direct. He shall be a member of the Executive Board. He shall call at least one meeting of the Postmasters in his area each year and have elected
area officers for the coming year. These officers shall be a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and Secretary-Treasurer, who shall take office at the same time as the Chapter
Elective Officers. There shall also be elected a member of the Chapter Nominating Committee, who shall serve at the Convention following his election.
Section 7 – EXECUTIVE BOARD: The Executive Board shall have full authority over the affairs of the Chapter between conventions, subject to the limitations of the
Constitution and By-Laws. It shall fix the time and place of the Chapter Convention if so voted by the convention, and shall have authority by good reason, as provided in
Article 6 of the Constitution, to change both time and place of the convention. If a vacancy occurs, the committee shall fill same by appointment. It shall perform the duties of a Membership Committee and make due report thereon to the President, who shall serve as Chairman. An annual report of the Executive Board shall be made to the
Convention. Expenses incurred by members of the Executive Board in the performance of their official duties, if in the judgment of the President are for the welfare of
this Chapter, shall be paid by the Chapter upon presentation of proper vouchers to the President.
Section 8- THE VIRGINIA POSTMASTER, EDITOR: The publication of The Virginia Postmaster, shall be under the direction of an Editor who shall be appointed by the
President with the approval of the Executive Board. The Editor, with the approval of the President, shall appoint such other personnel as necessary to effectively publish
and distribute The Virginia Postmaster. Reasonable and necessary costs are to be borne by the Chapter. The Editor shall be a member of the Executive Board.
Section 9 - FINANCE COMMITTEE: The Chapter will have a Finance Committee consisting of the Immediate Past President, President, First Vice-President, Second
Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer. It shall be the responsibility of the Finance Committee to meet each year before January 21, to review Chapter finances, prepare
a budget, and make financial recommendations to be brought before the Executive Board for approval. All salaries, expenses, stipends, and/or any other monies paid from
Chapter funds must be approved by the Executive Board. Mail or telephone majority approval will be considered sufficient to merit Presidential authorization.
ARTICLE 2 - REPRESENTATION
Each member, as defined in Constitution Article 3 - Section 1, present at a Convention shall have one (1) vote on all questions. No one may cast a vote for a member not
present.
ARTICLE 3 - QUORUM
Twenty-five (25) members in good standing shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a convention, but a lesser number may adjourn to a specified later
date.
ARTICLE 4 - COMMITTEES
All special committees shall be appointed by the President, who shall at the time of the appointment, designate their duties and the period of time the committees shall
function.
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ARTICLE 5 - DUES
Section 1 –Any active or associate member of our organization as determined by our Constitution, Article 3, will be responsible for payment of dues in the amount specified in the schedule determined by the National Association of Postmasters of the United States. This annual rate cash schedule and the month rate of dues withholding
will be presented in the Virginia Postmaster at such time as necessary to reflect the current rate structure.
ARTICLE 6 - AMENDMENTS
These By-Laws may be amended at a regular convention by a majority vote of the members present and voting.
ARTICLE 7 - SUSPENSION
The provisions of the By-Laws may be suspended at any regular Convention by two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present and voting.
ARTICLE 8 - SUGGESTED RULES OF ORDER
Call to Order
Invocation
Pledge of Allegiance/National Anthem
Roll Call of Officers
Announcement of Convention Committees
Adoption of rules
President‟s report
Report of Secretary/Treasurer
Reports of Committees
Unfinished business
Election of Officers
Selection of Convention Site
Installation of Officers
Benediction
Adjournment
ARTICLE 9 - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE
Roberts' Rules of Order govern the deliberations of this Chapter whenever not in conflict with this Constitution and By-Laws.
VIRGINIA CHAPTER NAPUS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
ELECTED OFFICERS
1. President
2. Immediate Past President
3. First Vice-President
4. Second Vice-President
5. Secretary-Treasurer
6. Recording Secretary
7. Director EAS 21 and above
8. Director EAS 18-20
9. Director EAS 13-16
10. Director EAS A-E & 11
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES
Postmaster Services Representative
Membership Chairman
Editor, The Virginia Postmaster
PAC Chairman
Legislative Chairman
OTHERS

1. Eighteen (18) Area Chairmen
2. President Virginia Postmasters Retired
Total members of the Executive Board- Thirty-four (34)
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In Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy goes out to Susan
Hall, Postmaster of King George
She lost her son Brandon A Madison in July
Please keep Retired
Postmaster, Connie
Wood and family in
your prayers. Her
grandson Jesse Wood
Sheppard, age 18,
passed away in June.

Retired Postmaster
Mary Jo Anderson,
former Postmaster
Rich Creek VA
passed away in July
Please keep her and
her family in your

WITH HEARTFELT SYMPATHY
IN THE PASSING OF
DORIS FINCH POARCH
July 25, 2009
Grandmother of Kimberly A. Clary
Ebony Postmaster

The Chaplains Corner
Patricia Parr, PM Ret.
Haynesville, Va.22472
While visiting one of my daughters, who is a superb
quilter, I had the opportunity to be involved in that craft. A
quilter cuts, and sorts dozens, or even hundreds , of
shapes of fabric before creating a quilt. If we were to look
at all the loose pieces, they might not seem to have a pattern or purpose. But after they have been sewn together,
we can see a colorful design appear as a beautiful, durable quilt.
We may not always see the coming -together of the
pieces of our lives at a time when much is happening. But
the Spirit is at work in the details of life.
As independent as activities and surroundings may seem
to be of one another, they blend together in an intricate
pattern. Even when we do not see evidence of good taking shape and emerging, we should trust that it is there. I
have been reminded, over and over again, order is present in our circumstances, and all is coming together for
good.

Jordan M Taylor (nickname-Tank) Postmaster of New Canton VA, passed away July
17th.He had just officially retired within the
past few weeks; Tank surfed with cancer
and was out on S/L for the past year. Tank
was a NAPUS member and did attend Roanoke a few times; some of you may remember him from there. Prior to becoming Postmaster he worked for me in Farmville VA for
about 15 years.
Chuck Allen
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Postmaster of Flint Hill 22627
Lee Morrison

I have been collecting stamps
since I was 8 years old and over a
period of 47 years. My mother
and grandmother had gotten me
interested in this hobby. When I
joined the post office in 1985 my
collection had progressed.
To meet our Lobby Business Connect Directive, I decided to do a
stamp show of my private collection on September 13, 2008. This
would be the first time that I have
ever showed my collection. Matter of fact, we called it the
“Postmaster‟s Private Collection”.

1941 of the postmaster of that
time. We honored Ms. Dorothy
Corder Lewis who was the last
postmaster of Huntly when it
closed in 1989. Her son Bud
Corder is now the owner of the
old post office who had grown up
in this house.
In a rustic atmosphere, we had
two rooms to display the show.
We literally transformed these
rooms with selections from my
collection. The first room that
you enter from the outside was the
post office. In one corner behind
the counter were the mail boxes
used for the Huntly customers
with their names still on them.
We decorated this first room with
the Christmas scenes and children
oriented commemorative stamp
collections.
As you walked into the post office, the first thing you saw were
decorated scenes of angels and
framed art of the Madonna and
child first day issues and sheet
collections in perfect condition.
We had most of the holiday
stamps going all the way back to
1962. I had framed a full sheet of
100 5 cents stamps of the 1966
Madonna and child stamps (the
first of the Madonna and child
issued by the post office). We
had Christmas decorations and
angel ornaments coming out of
the ceiling with angels displayed
along a wall of shelves that had
been covered. These shelves used
to hold the groceries during the
times which the post office
served as a grocery store and a gas
station. At one time it was even
the areas barber shop.

Due to our success of the show in
September, we decided to do a
Christmas show. We had an invitation from Monroe and Crocker;
an architect firm based in what
used to be the Old Huntly post
office, which was closed in 1989.
They liked what we did for our
customers in our post office and
asked if we would join them in
doing an open house in their establishment.
So on December 13th; three
months later, we decided we
would take them up on their offer.
The show was advertised as “The
Postmaster‟s Private Collection:
The Christmas Collection”. The
theme of the show was the Nutcrackers taken from the 2008
Christmas stamps.
We started the day with a historic
talk on the Huntly post office
which started back in 1814. The
story of Huntly revealed to be a
complicated story and filled with
mystery and incomplete informa- The counter area was decorated
tion. We had information of a with nutcrackers and the first day
murder by a ten year old boy in issues along with the nutcracker
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ornaments that were sold by the
post office. Our collection in this
room also included favorites from
collections of The Disney Collections, Looney Tunes, Super heroes, Teddy bears, snowflakes
with ornaments, and animal collections.
In the second room we set up
scenes from Hollywood, with
Marylyn Monroe being the center
of attraction. I also had on display an unique John F. Kennedy
collection which you have to see
for yourself. This collection contains autographs received from
cabinet members, family and
other dignitaries after the assignation of President Kennedy. This
collection had been extended to
include a framed art commemorating the 45th year of the assignation of President Kennedy. One
wall was decorated with United
States history and sections separating the fifty states. Each section contain a book contains with
first day issues of different stamps
that were issued for each state
over the years. In the center of
this collection was a framed art of
the Civil War collection including
a collection that was first day issued in my home town of Manassas, Virginia. We had framed art
of the Lewis and Clark collections, the Wild West, which was a
recall from the post office and I
was able to get one of the sheets
of stamps when the post office
decided to issue 10,000 copies to
the public. Also, were included
were the Columbus Collection,
Wild West themes, and a mix of
international stamps that I collected from the international
shows over the past years.

Ms. Crocker and I put together
some finger foods and home
backed items to set off the kitchen
area for refreshments and small
talk of historical events portrayed
by our older citizens in the area.
Our show seemed to bring the
community together for one day
and reveillest about the days of
old and to honor a special lady,
Ms.Dorothy Corder Lewis which
the community missed so much
when she retired. Over all we had
touched the community with a
new view of stamp collecting and
presentation which they have already requested another show of
other stamps not presented in the
past two shows. We are considering a third show.

226 Area News
By Teresa Pearson

The family reunions have now come to an end. My personal family reunion ended Sunday in enough time for
me to make my board meeting for my extended family reunion at Natural Bridge. State convention was filled with joy, laughter,
fellowship and like my own family reunion the time past too quickly. But all the same, we look forward to the next time we all will
be together.
Convention Chair, Melissa Bernys, with help from all, did a tremendous job on planning and carrying out a successful convention. Congratulation Sandra Pugh on Postmaster of the Year. You have set the example for all of us to shoot for the moon.
It is amazing how much new information we can receive from the same training classes that we may have experienced
before. I cannot begin to express how important the training received thorough NAPUS offers to my job. You never stop learning.
More importantly you cannot get the in-depth training as you can by attending these conventions and conferences.
The 226 area has received new OICs and will be receiving new Postmasters. I encourage all of us to support them in any
way possible to learn their new assignments. At the same time, God helps those that help themselves. Get involved! Don’t wait
on others to give you the answer.
A special thanks goes out to Roberta Clouse for the handmade baskets she donated to the silent auction. Thank you Bentonville for the special cancellations. The scholarship fund raised over $1300 from all silent auction items.

Special Thanks!
To Billy Martin for his framed print and all that participated in the silent auction at State. Thank you to the Areas for their community support and thank you to everyone that brought items to donate and purchased
items at the auction. Your continued support helps to fund the Trigg Harrison Scholarship to ensure our children and grandchildren become educated leaders for the future.
Teresa Pearson,
Scholarship Chair
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224-225 East
I have just arrived home from the State Convention in Natural
Bridge. I was fortunate to ride up with Barbara Swann, retired
Postmaster of Heathsville VA 22473. She is currently serving
as our State PAC Chairman. It was a wonderful convention. Our
State President Elaine Cook and her Convention Chairman, Melissa
Bernys of Bent Mountain and Cheryl Robertson, Career Development
did a wonderful job... Everything went off very smoothly.
We were so happy to see so many retirees in attendance and so
disappointed that so many 1st timers were not there but I guess
that is understandable because the U S P S has taken away convention
Leave. I saw a lot of Postmasters leave because they had to get back
to work at their Post Office because of the Hiring Freeze. It is so sad
because we learn so much from each other that is lacking in the training
that is provided.
Our theme this year was 'We are Family' and I applaud Elaine Cook for,
for indeed we are. I was so happy to see so many of my friends from over
the years and I have been a member for 33 years and I wouldn't trade t
it for all the tea in China! We are so fortunate to have two families.
Congratulations to Sandra Pugh, PM Of Forrest who was named Postmaster
of the year. I can't think of anyone who deserved the honor more than
Sandra. She has worked effortlessly for Postmasters and has done an
excellent job!
I'm sorry I won't be going to Alaska but I just can't afford it at
this time as I had so many expenditures last year.
Next year the State Convention will be in Hampton at the Embassy
Suites. I am looking forward to that.
On the way home Barbara took me by Stuarts Draft where I like to shop at
the Mennonites Cheese Shop. I bought a cook book entitled 'The wooden Spoor
which had tidbits of wisdom following certain recipes. One that caught
my eye said Working is like rocking in a rocking chair, the work
is hard but nothing is accomplished!
Sincerely,
Katy Bush

For those on the ghost tour in Lexington that over heard my husband’s conversation about his menu for supper, here is the pie recipe he promised.
Submitted by Mark Pearson

Peanut Butter Pie

1 pie shell, baked
1/3 cup peanut butter
¼ cup powdered sugar
1/3 cup flour
½ cup sugar
1/8 tsp salt

2 cups milk
2 egg yolks
2 tsp margarine
1 tsp vanilla
Whipped cream

Mix together peanut butter and sugar; save a small amount for the topping. Press remainder into cooled baked pie shell; set
aside. Mix flour, sugar, salt; add milk and egg yolks. Cook on medium heat until bubbly and thickened. Remove from heat and add margarine and vanilla; mix well. Pour over crumb crust and cool. Spread with whipped cream and sprinkle reserved crumbs over. Enjoy!
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VA Chapter NAPUS
Mary Harrison-Jones—Secretary/
Treasurer
PO BOX 306
Gloucester Point, VA 23062
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